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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's Amendment 

1. During a telephone conference on February 15, 2006, Mr. Grant Johnson 
has authorized examiner to do Examimer's Amendment in regarding to claims 1, ,2, 12, 
13, 14, and 16 to correct typographical errors and to clarify 35 U.S.C. 112 second 
paragraph issue. 

CLAIMS: 

a. Referring to claim 1: 

Please replace claim 1 as follows: 

An electronic processing device, comprising: 

(a) a user interface to interact with a user; 

(b) location detection electronics within the electronic 

processing device; 

(c) processing electronics within the electronic processing 
device connected to the user interface and the location detection electronics; 

(d) memory to store a plurality of functions/applications , and at 
least one geographic location in which at least one function/application is enabled, and 
an enablement bit to enable the at least one function/application in the geographic 
location, the memory within the electronic processing device and connected to the 
processing electronics; and 

(e) a verifier to periodically determine that the electronic 
processing device is still within the geographic region while the at least one 
function/application is enabled, and if not, to disable the at least one 
function/application. 

b. Referring to claim 2: 

Please replace claim 2 as follows: 

A method to access an application/function in an electronic 
processing device, comprising the steps of: 

(a) invoking a user interface of the electronic processing device; 
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(b) obtaining the GPS location from GPS processing electronics 
within the electronic processing device of a first geographic location and creating 
boundaries by extending a selected distance from the GPS location to derive a first 
geographic region; 

(c) associating at least one application/function of the electronic 
processing device with the first geographic region; 

(d) enabling a user to access the at least one 
application/function of the electronic device only when the electronic device is in the first 
geographic region based solely on whether the electronic processing device is within 
the geographic region associated with the at least one application/function by 
determining the present location of the electronic device using GPS signals processed 
by GPS processing electronics within the electronic device, and enabling the electronic 
device based on an enablement bit within the electronic device; 

(e) periodically confirming that the electronic device is still within 
the first geographic region while the at least one application/function is enabled; and 

(f) disabling the at least one application/function when the 
electronic device is moved out of the first geographic region while the at least one 
application/function is enable. 

c. Referring to claim 12: 

Please replace claim 12 as follows: 

A method to protect an electronic processing device from 
unauthorized use, comprising the steps of: 

(a) invoking a user interface of the electronic processing device; 

(b) entering a description of at least one geographic location by 
a method selected from the group of methods consisting of: obtaining the GPS location 
from GPS processing electronics within the electronic processing device and creating 
boundaries by extending a selected distance from the GPS location, delineating the 
boundaries of the first geographic region using a graphical user interface on a map 
containing the first geographic region, entering the longitude and latitude of the 
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boundaries of the geographic region, and entering a street address associated with a 
geographic region; 

(c) invoking at least one application/function stored on the 
electronic processing device; 

(d) associating each of the at least one application/function with 
one of the at least one geographic region by enabling a bit in memory of the electronic 
processing device which indicates that the at least one application/function can be 
enabled with the at least one geographic region; 

(e) determining the present location of the electronic processing 
device using GPS signals processed by GPS processing electronics within the 
electronic processing device; 

(f) assigning priority to the at least one geographic region; 

(g) allowing the user to use the at least one application/function 
in the at least one geographic region solely because the at least one geographic region 
is the geographic region associated with the at least one application/function; 

(h) indicating that the electronic processing device has moved 
out of the associated geographic region; and 

(i) notifying a user that the at least one application/function 

should be aborted. 

d. Referring to claim 13: 

Please replace claim 13 as follows: 

An article of manufacture, comprising a data storage medium 
tangibly embodying a program of machine readable instructions executable by an 
electronic processing apparatus to perform method steps for operating the electronic 
processing apparatus, said method steps comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing a plurality of descriptions of geographic regions in 
memory of an electronic processing apparatus; 

(b) storing a plurality of applications/functions in memory of an 
electronic processing apparatus, each associated with one or more of the descriptions 
of geographic regions by storing an enablement bit in memory of the electronic 
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processing apparatus for one of the plurality of applications/functions for one or more of 
the descriptions of geographic regions; 

(c) assigning a priority to each of the plurality of descriptions of 

geographic regions; 

(d) determining and periodically updating the present location of 
the electronic processing device; and 

(e) allowing a user to use an application/function of the 
electronic processing device in the present location solely because the present location 
is within the description of the geographic region associated with the 
application/function of the electronic processing device. 

e. Referring to claim 14: 

Please replace claim 14 as follows: 

A secure electronic processing device, comprising: 

(a) means within the secure electronic processing device to 
store a plurality of descriptions of geographic locations in which said secure electronic 
processing device may be used; 

(b) means within the secure electronic processing device to 
store a plurality of geographic-specific applications/functions; 

(c) means within the secure electronic processing device to 
store a plurality of enablement bits, each of the enablement bits enables on of the 
plurality of geographic-specific applications/functions in at least one of the plurality of 
descriptions of geographic locations; 

(d) means within the secure electronic processing device to 
periodcally determine that present location of said electronic processing device; 

(e) means within the secure electronic processing device to 
determine that said present location is one of said geographic locations; 

(f) means within the secure electronic processing device to 
invoke a geographic-specific application/function; 

(g) means within the secure electronic processing device to 
allow access to the invoked geographic-specific application/function because the 
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present location is one of said geographic locations associated and the invoked 
geographic-specific application/function has an enablement bit on. 
f. Referring to claim 16: 

Please replace claim 16 as follows: 

The secure electronic processing device of claim 15, further 
comprising means to abort the invoked geographic-specific application/function solely 
because the present location is not one of said geographic locations associated with the 
invoked geographic-specific application/function. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-9, and 11-16 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
limitation of memory to store a plurality of functions/applications , and at least one 
geographic location in which at least one function/application is enabled, and an 
enablement bit (or enable signal) to enable the function/application in the geographic 
location, the memory within the electronic processing device and connected to the 
processing electronics is not adequately met by the prior arts. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thanhnga (Tanya) Truong whose telephone number 
is 571-272-3858. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached at 571-272-3859. The fax and phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2100. 



TBT fa* * kJS ~ 

February 15, 2006 



